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PCN-370: Addiction and Substance Use Disorder Questions 

Directions: Provide short answers of 100-150 words each for the following questions/statements. Do not exceed 200 words for your response. Use lecture notes, the textbook, and any other scholarly resources to support your responses. 

1. What are some of the reasons a person with a mental health disorder might enter the legal system? List two common offenses that might be associated with certain diagnoses.
Persons with mental disorders are in legal systems because they have equal right as anybody else in a society like they have a right to health services (Monahan et al., 2016). The legal system protects people with mental disorders from those who might have the wrong intention like taking properties from them. Two most offenses with a certain diagnosis are one, suicide; people with bipolar do commit suicide due to depression. Second, an anxiety disorder; people with an anxiety disorder are violent; this is because these people always have fear; thus is they suspect that something is about to attack them they attack it first.
2. Explain what it means to be a mandated reporter. Address issues of danger to self, danger to others, and child or elder abuse.
A mandated reporter is a professional who reports any suspected case of child abuse. A mandated reporter is also authorized by the law to report any case of child abuse. When working with patients with mental disorders, it is essential to look at the history of the patient concerning your safety. Healthcare providers can put themselves in self-danger when conducting treatment to patients with mental disorders. The danger to others is when a person with mental disorder attacks, for instance, a healthcare provider and somebody else go to help, and on the process, he is attacked too. Child abuse is when an adult with a mental disorder deigns a child his rights.
3. How does poverty affect a person’s ability to receive substance use or mental health services?
Today health cost is very high; thus many people today cannot afford it (Harris et al., 2015). People with mental health issues who are at the same poor are highly affected because mental health services are costly. Mental health services are given by a professional; this makes this service costly, therefore, poor people cannot afford them. Paying a mental health care provider is costly than any other services; thus it has remained a challenge for the poor to afford it. People with mental issues not only suffer from disorders but most of them do not afford to pay health insurances; thus to afford health services is a challenge.
4. If a client is court-ordered to substance use disorder treatment, how might that affect the client’s motivation for change?
In a case where a client is required by a court to go for disorder treatments that clients are likely to be motivated by the cat and be ready to go for treatments because the clients will feel appreciate and work hard to get better (Monahan et al., 2016). People with mental disorders in most cases they feel discriminated thus when they find that somebody is ready to help them like in this as the court they feel involved in decision making they get easily convinced for treatments, and they become ready to get treatments. Change should come from inside, and when one is given the courage to face change, it tends to come automatically.
5. What is the social impact of a client with a mental health disorder who receives no treatment while incarcerated, and who is released after the sentence is served? 
Clients with a mental disorder when he does not get treatment thus he might be antisocial, feel depressed and also feel unwanted; these effects might cause him to do wrong things that will make him even go back to prison (Harris et al., 2015). When a person is released after the sentence without treatment, that person might not see the effect of the sentence thus is likely to commit the same crime. A sentence for a person with a mental disorder can be effective only when the disorder is treated. In both cases, clients will not get any change since the disorder will remain thus their behavior will repeat.
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